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1 any Man lack Wiſdom let bim aff it of GOD, Jam. i. 5. 
— Who giveth Wiſdom unto the Simple, Pſ. xix. 7. 

I thank thee, O Father, LORD of Heaven and Earth, becauſe 
thou haſt hid theſe Things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt 
revealed them unto Babes, Matt, xi. 25. f | 

For Judgment I came into this World, that they which ſee not, 
might ſee ; and that they which ſee [which ſay they ſee] might 
be made blind. And ſeme of the Phariſees ſaid, are we blind ? 
John ix. 39, 40 41. Ce EO off; 
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[oB xxviii. 28. 


Behold 1 the Fear of the Lo RD, 


that is Wiſdom, and to depart 
from Evil, is Under/landing. 


* HE Enemy of Mankind could ne- 
| ver have taken a more effectual Way 

to make Man miſerable, than (hav- 

ing inſtill'd his own Pride e/pecrally, with other 


his helliſh Tempers into him) by making him 
look to be independent on his Gop. 


2. And as Knowledge and Happinels, the 
one the Cauſe, the other the Effect of Love in 
us. — As Knowledge and Happineſs, I ſay, were 


two of the greateſt Bleſſings which Gop vouch- 


ſafed to confer on the Creature, which He made 
in his own Image; the ſubtle Serpent knew, he 
ſhould overturn both; and conſequently that 
Love,, whereby alone we were enabled to lay 
hold of Him, if he could but get Man to look 
for theſe Things otherwhere, or independently of 


his Gop ; and therefore in Oppoſition to Gop, 


who commanded Man for his Good, and for 


an Exerciſe of that Faith and Freedom of Will 


which he had endow'd him with, zof to eal 
of ſuch a Fruit in the Garden; ſpiritually mean-' 
ing, not to look to be happy in any Creature out 
of Himſelf—the ſole Fountain of all Happineſs. 
The Devil, I ſay, in Oppoſition to Gop, bids: 
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Man eat, that is, be happy elſewhere ; (and how 


dutifully have all Men in their zatural State, 


everſince obey'd his Command! telling him, in 


at Contradiction to Gop, that he ſhould not die; 


though Gop had ſaid he ſhould, and that the 


very Day he ſhould ſeek for Happineſs out of 


Himſelf, where Gop knew it could not be had: 
And indeed, is there a. Creature from an Arch- 
Angel to the pooreſt Reptile, that can ſubſiſt or 
do well, that is, be happy out of Gop 
out of that Station, or Mode of Happineſs, 
which the Gop of Wiſdom and Love- has ap- 
pointed it? 


3. And then, as to the other Bleſſing, Knoww- 
Jake (a great Bleſſing I call it; for we can never 
love, that is, be happy in any thing till we Anoaο 
i:) the ſame ſubtle Serpent, who envied Man's 
Happineſs, and knew, that he himſelf loſt his 
own through Concupiſcence (the direct Oppoſite 


to the Love of Gop) and Pride, or a Spirit of 


Independence: The Har from the Beginning in- 
ſpires this Spirit alſo into Man — makes him look 


to be auiſe as well as happy out of Gop, telling 


him with a Lye in his Mouth, that Gop did 


know, that in the Day he eat of the Tree of. 


Knowledge, his Eyes ſhould be open'd, and Man- 
kind ſhould be as Gops themſelwes, knowing Good 


and Ewil: Whereas Gop knew the direct con- 
trary, viz. that in the Day they ſhould dare to 
doat, they ſhould become totally ignorant both 


af Himſelf and their own true Happineſs——loſe 


the Knowledge they had, and inſtead of Gops, 


ſhould become Dexw1ls incarnate ; and fo remain, 
tif} God ſhould in his Wiſdom and Love, ap- 
point a Way (even the Goſpel, and Faith the 


Means of its Application) to bring Man back 


to his Dependence. on his God, as the Word 
8 * 5 Faith 
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Faith implies, whereby he might again be wife 
and happy. Wo 


4. Hence it is, that Man in his anawaken'd, 


natural State, or before Faith, the Grace of 
CHyK1sT, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, as our 
Church ſpeaks, * has ever ſince been both ig- 


norant, and fooliſh, and miſerable; and till made 
ſenſible of this by the reprowing Spirit of Goo, 
d which alone can enlighten or make him wiſe a-_ 
gain; and that in order to make him happy; ſuch 
he muſt continue: However, the Devil may ftill 


delude him with the Appearance of Wiſdom and 


Happineſs (as all Learning, without Grace, and 


Riches without Godlineſs may be call'd) till 
the Mask ſhall fall off, together with this Veil 
of Fleſh and Blood. Hence, alſo, it is, that 


Man (till thus awakened and taught of Gov) is. 


ever looking to make up for this great Defect, or 
hunting for a Subſtitute for what he has loſt, in 
created Good —- Looking not only to be happy 
in every thing but Gop ; but alſo curious and 
inquiſitive, and with Pain and Wearineſs of the 


Fleſh, ſeeking to know every thing but God: 


Or, if to know Gop at all, yet in a Way, 


that ſuch Knowledge can never be attained, 


viz. by human Learning, and ſcholaſtick Edu- 
cation, but all in vain! a continued: preſump- 
tuous ſnatching at the forbidden Tree! No; 
the World by Wiſdom cannot know Gov, ſays the 


Apoſtle, and yet vain Man would be wiſe, though 


Man be born like a wild A's Colt. 


5. It is the Vanity of thi Knowledge—the 
Vanity both of knowing every thing but Gov ; - 


as alſo, the Vanity of ſeeking to know Go» 
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etheravife than Gop ail be known the Vanity 


of being wiſe above that is written in Things 
concerning Goo — the Vanity of attea pt- 
ing ſuch Knowledge in a Way it never can be 
obtained — It is this Vanity, which Fob is re- 
proving in this Place; declaring the Truth, of 
what Moſes ſays, in the 29th of Deuteronomy, 
tha ſecret Things belong unto the Loxp our 
GoD, but thoſe Things only which are revealed 


belong to uu ——-- © "Phat Gop hath not re- 
| vealed, nor communicated to Man many of the. 


Secrets of Nature; nor the Wiſdom of his Pro- 
vidence in governing the Univerſe, and the par- 
ticular Things thereof, but only the Knowledge 


of his Law, by which Man ought to govern 


himſelf ** Or, in a Word ——— That Man 


bath only ſo much true or proper Wiſdom, as he 


feareth Gop, and departeth from Evil. 


6. The Ignorance and vain Affectation of 
proud Man in knowing many Things avi hut, 
or befite Gop (which yet was the only Know- 
ledge originally defigned him) is finely ridiculed 
in many Parts of this Divine Book, as, Hearken 
unto this, O Job, and confider the wonderful 
Works of Gop. Doſt thou know when Gov diſ- 
poſed them, and cauſed the Light of his Cloud to 


ſhine ® Doſt thou know the Ballancings of the 
Clouds the wonderons Works of bin, ⁊ubo is per- 


fect in Knowledge ? Where is the Way where 


| Light dwelleth? And as fir Darkneſs, where is 
the Place thereof? Knoweſt thou it becauſe thuu- 


avaſt then born, or becauſe the Number of thy 


Days is great? Knowweft thou the Ordinances of 
Heaven? And canf thou ſet the Dominion thereof 
in the Earth? Canſft thou by ſearching find out 


Crop Canſt thou find out the ALMIGHTY unte 
P erfecTi 2 — 3 
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7. And even that Knowledge, which is pro- 
per for Man; as mentioned in my Text that 
Wiſdom which cauſeth him to fear Goop—-that _ 
Underſtanding that maketh him depart from Evil, 
even this is not attainable by Man with all his 
Advantages of Learning and Philoſophy. No, 
No: No more than a Man can be happy in any 
created Being out of Gop. And indeed reaſon- 
able it is, that it ſhould be ſo: Thou art wiſe, 
O Go, in all thy Ways, as well as holy in all 
thy Works! This Procedure of Gop towards 
Man is founded on Juſtice; for ſince Man (at 
the Devil's Inſtigation) ſought, as we have 
heard, to be wiſe and happy out of Gop: Gop's 
Majeſty, Honour and Dominion, as well as his 


Fuſtice and Equity, engaged Him to preclude 


Man from both true Wiſdom and Happineſs — 
to keep the Rebel from /zatching at theſe Bleſ- 
ſings, till convinced of his Folly and Miſery, he 
ſhould look to be deeply humbled, ſhould ſue to. 
be reconciled to Gov, and by better Repentance 
ſeek to be re-eſtabliſhed in that reaſonable De- 
pendance, which the Cardinal Goſpel Grace, 
Faith, implies — that equitable Dependance 
and Relyance on the AlMIOHTY AND ALL sur- 
FICIENT GOD, which conftitutes the Happt- 
neſs of every Creature, that he hath made. This 
makes that Text in the 3d of Geneſis plain; So he 

drave out the Man, and he placed at the Eaſt of the 
Garden of Eden Cherubims and a flaming Sword, 
which turned every Way to keep the Way of the 
Tree of Life. That ſince Man had the mon- 
ſtrous Inſolence, to look to be wiſe and happy 
out of Gop, he ſhould be neither, but in Gop's 


own Way; even by humbly accepting of Jesus 


CHRIST as a free Gift — © as his Wiſdom, his 


1 


© Rom, ili. 24. — v. 16. 15 Rigb. 


DET 
Righteouſneſs, his SanGification, and Redemption: 
* And this ſhews a pecu/iar Emphaſis in the Words 
introductory to my Text; and to Man he ſaid, 
to Man, who ſought to be wiſe and happy out 
of Gop-- to Man, who pried deeper into the 
Secrets of Nature, which concerned him not, 
than that Fear and Holineſs of Gop, which was 
the one Thing neceſſary, or the whole Duty of Man 


— to Man he ſaid, Beho/d the Fear of the Lord, 


that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil, that is 
Underſianding.. : 


8. The great Enquiry then, my Brethren, is 
what you read in the 12th Verſe, Where all. 


Wiſdem be found? And where is the Place of Un- 


der landing? The Depth ſaith, It is not in me; 
and the Sea ſaith, It is not in me. No: (O the 
Depth of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and 
Knowledge of GOD] how unſearchable are his 
Judgments, and his Ways paſt finding out!] Hear 
ye and ſee, where it only can be found: See, 


ſee, the Light of the Knowledge of Gop in the 


Face of JEsUs CHRIs8T / Hear ye, what Wil- 


doin reveals of himſelf: Te, I mean to whom 


Gop hath given Ears to hear —— Ye Meek, 
whom he guideth in Judgment -— Ye Gentle. 
whom he teacheth his Way: For his Secret 
of the Lord is among them that fear him only, 
and he ſheweth them his Covenant. Hear, 
ye Babes, to whom Gop-revealeth thoſe Things, 
which he has always hid, and ili doth hide 
from the Wiſe and Prudent of this World 
thoſe Wiſe and Prudent,. who,. as in the Begin- 
ning, are ſtill ſratching,. I've ſaid, at the Tree. 
of Knowledge, and vill know. Gop <vithout- 
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Himſelf, evizhout his Spirit, evizhout his Teach- 
ing, without his Inſpiration : © In ſpite of his 
Cherubims with their flaming Swords. Hear, I 
ſay, but I know ye will hear —— Ye, who 
look to be taught of Gop ——Hear what the 
Wiſdom of Gop ſays of Himſelf: The Lorp 

poſſelſed me in the Beginning of his Way, before 
his Works of old. I was ſet up from everlaſting, 


from the Beginning, or ever the Earth was: 


When there were no Depths, I was brought forth: 
When there were no Fountains abounding with 
Mater: Before the Mountains were ſettled, be- 


fore the Hills 1 vas brought forth. While as yet 


he had not made the Earth, nor the Fields, nor 
the higheſt Part of the Duft of the World (even 
that Worm Man, which afterwards exalted him- 
ſelf againſt his Maker) when he prepared the 
Heawens I was there; when he ſet a Compaſs upon 
the Face of the Deep ; when he gave to the Sea 
his Decree, that the Waters ſhould not paſs his 
Commandment ; when he appointed the Foundations 
of the Earth : Then, was 1 by him, as one 
brought up with him. I was daily his Delight, 
rejoicing always before him ; rejoicing in the ha- 
bitable Part of his Earth, and my Delights were 
abith the Sons of Men. 


9. Now then hearken unto me, O ye Chil- 
dren, Who have known the Father — who have 
by his Spirit been taught to know your own 
Hearts through his Convictions of Sin, and fo 


are drawn by Him to his Son. f 


© See the Doctrine of the Ch. of Eng. in her 
13th Art, her Coll. Beginning of Com. Office, 
5th Sunday after Eaſter. 1/t and 2d Part of the 


10. And 


firft Hom. John vi, 44. 


[ 10 ] 

| 10. And yet, let me reflect a little; though 
_ fafe it be for you (if I may uſe the Apoſtle's 
Stile) 5 to hear thoſe Things again and again, 


which ye have already received and known : It 
was not our departed Sz/er's Intention in the 


Choice of this Text, to inſtruct thoſe who al- 


ready know Gop and JEsvs CnrsT, whom He 
hath ſent—---- who already &zow Him in the Ex- 
perience of his Divine Names, Jesus! CHRIST! 
IMMANUEL ! and by ſuch Knowledge of Him, 
have eternal Life: h But, as ſhe /abour'd it 
much within the Sphere of her Converſation 
when alive ; It was her Deſign rather in this 
Diſcourſe, to inſtruct thoſe, who are ſtill igno- 
rant of the Truth, who know not Gop, or 

reſumptuouſly fancy they know Him by the 

owers of Nature and Humanity without the 
Teachings of his Holy Spirit | 


11. To you then, who are ill in the Dark- 
nefs of that independent Subtilty i which Satan in- 
ſpired, falſeſly call'd Knowledge who are more 
particularly in the Dark, becauſe ye know No- 
thing of Him who is the Light of the World * 
— Who talk indeed of J Es us but mean No- 
thing, that is, look for no Salvation from Siu 
through Him, though he was called, and was 
Jesvs for that very End! --- to you, who have 
dream't ye were chriſtian without Chri/m, m with- 
out that Un&ion, which alone can make you 


(«ch ; without that Anointing from Him the Hor x 


ONE ——-- that Anointing from Above, which 


5 Phil. ii. 1. > obs xvii. 3.—1 Jobs 


v. 13. 1 Gen. iii. 1. 5. * Jahmi. 9. 
viii. 12, I Matt. i. 21. n A Contra- 


diction in Terms, u John ii. 20, 27. 
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teacheth all Things to thoſe, who | quench 
not the Spirit — to you, who are baptized every 
Way, but with our Loxp's own Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt and Fire ; and who have never yet 
duly reflected, what your own Church means, 
where ſhe exhorts you ſo earneſtly to pray to 
God, © that of his bounteous Mercy he will 
grant to the Unbaptixed that Thing which, by 
Nature (by all the polite Subſtitutes for Grace) 
they cannot have; even that they may be 
«« baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, '' the Thing 
fignified, as well as with Water the outward 
Jign — to you who have heard of CarisT on- 
ly by the Hearing of the Ear, but for want of 
his Un#ion have no experimental Knowledge of 
his Prophetical, Prieſtly, or Kingly Powers in your 
Hearts, and are periſhing through lack of zhis 
Knowledge —— to you, who by your fruitleſs, 
dad Opinion of him (which yet ye call Faith) 
look for no Conformity in your ſelves to his 
Birth, Life, Groſs, Death, Reſurrection, and A, 
cenſion ——tO you, I ſay, I will addreſs the Main 
of this Diſcourſe, that ye alſo may be wwi/e in 
the Senſe of my Text ; and that being wiſe in 
Time, ye may ſhine as the Stars for ever and 
ever. 


12. And now, may the Lorp appear in the 
Congregation ! may the Spirit of Gop accom- 
pany the Word preached and prepare the 
Ground of your Hearts! otherwiſe the Seed 


falling by the Way-ſide, or into Stony Places, 


or among Thorns, may become unfruitful. May 
the Spirit of Gob convince you of your natural 
Ignorance and Folly, however learned and wiſe 


—_= 


*. Dan. ii. 3. 


you 


Fink 


you may take your ſelves to be, or appear 2. 


mong Men! that /o ye may feel your Want of 


CaHr1sT the Prophet —— your Want of that Wiſ 


dom which is Grace: Of which ſach high Cha- 


raters are given in the Context by the Spirit of 


 Gop; even, that it cannot be gotten for Gold, 


neither ſpall Silver be weighed for the Price there- 
of. It cannot bevalued (or purchaſed) with the 
Gold of Ophir: With the precious Onyx, or the 
Sapphire. The Gold and the Chryſtal cannot equal 
it, and the Exchange of it ſhall not be for Jewels 
of fine Gold. No Mention ſhall be made of Coral 
or of Pearls; for the Price of Wiſdom is above 


| Rubies. The Topaz of Ethiopia al not equal 


it, neither all it be valued with pure Gold. 


13. Whence then (fince it cannot be found 


in the Extent of Nature, and ſince nothing, nor 


even Learning nor Education can compaſs it) 


whence then cometh Viſdom, that is, Grace? 


and where is the Place of Underſtanding, that 
is, of the Knowledge and Lowe of Gop and 
Man? Surely it is hid from the Eyes of all liu- 
ing, ſays our Author: But Gop wnder/tkandeth 
the Way thereof, and He knoweth the Place 
thereof. | 


- 14, If then, my Brethren, we would attain 


to this Bleſſing of Bleſſings —-this true Wiſdom, 


which 7s from above only, and which alone can 


make Man both wiſe and happy ; we muſt ſeek 
it in God alone, from whence it firſt came, and 
was imparted to Man— we mutt ſeek it in the 


GoD- INCARNATE; in Gop MANIFEST in the 


Flip ; in God thus again made communicable to 
Man; in Him, without whom no Man can come 
to the Father ; in CHRIST the Prophet; in Bis 
Spirit that teacheth all Things; in Him who is 


the 
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the Wiſdom of Gop, For it is plain (I think) 
from what has been ſaid, that ſince Man would 
be wiſe and happy independently of Gon, and is 
therefore become ignorant, and fooliſh, and mifera- 
ble ; that the true Wiſdom which muſt re/tore 


him, muſt be that which is again imparted by 
G00: And that the true Happine/s muſt reſult 


from this Wiſdom. 


15. Haſte we then to him, my Brethren, 
who is the Wiſdom of G00 — Haſte we to 


him by Faith, preceded by Repentance (that is, 
a feeling Senſe of our great Want) that Faith. 
I mean, which implies ſuch Truf, 
Reliance and Dependance upon Gop again, as 
ſhall intirely deſtroy that irrational and abſurd, 


as well as unhappy Spirit of Independence on 


him, inſpired by the Devil into the avhole Na- 
ture of Man ——that Faith which brings back 


again to God the Heart of Man ſo wretchedly 
_ eſtranged from him. Haſte we to him, I ſay, 


by Faith, who is the Wiſdom of Gop — in 
Tvhom are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 


Knowledge——in avhom dwelleth all the F. 


neſs of the Godhead bodily : And on whom as 
Man [the Nature of Man as general as in the 
firſt Adam] was pcur'd out the Spirit of Gop 


without Meaſure ; ? in order to be imparted (in 


that Unction which alone chriſtanizeth) to me 
and to you and to every Soul of Man; who 
through the reproving Spirit (as you ſhall hear 


farther) is convinced of his Want 1 of true Wiſ- 


— 
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7 Jobs if. 34. 


1 This Conviction is before, or precedes that Ac- 
Ceptance above-mention'd ; which muſt always g 


before juſtifying Faith, though not before that lower 
Degree of Faith ena r 
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[ 14 ] 
dom and Knowledge, and conſequently of Sal- 
vation, thro' CHRIST. 


16. As then, I fay, we can never attain the 
great Bl:ſſing in the Text, even that Fear of the 
Lorp wich is true N. i/dom : That Underſtand- 
ing which ſhall enable us to depart from Evil 
but through the Goſpel of Jzsvs ChRISH : Let 
us conſider next, how the Power of this Goſpel 
(the Letter and Form of which we have long. e- 
nough #alked of) how the "Power of this Goſ- 


pel may be brought into our Hearts how we 
may experience this Goſpel to be what St. Paul 


calls it, the Power of Gov (it is an amazing 


Word, the Power of Cop to Salvation: Or 
(what is the ſame Thing) how CuRIST being | 
Arſt made our Wi/dom, he may be afterwards 


our Righteouſneſs, our San#ification, and our Re- 
demption, as the | Apoſtle ſums up the whole of 


the Goſpel —— how that being made firſt our 
Farbe, he may be alſo our Prieſt and our Ang. E 


17, Now this, my Brethren, the great pre- 
pbet of Gop, who came to reveal to us the Will 


of his Father, and ſhew us how we ſhall come 
back again unto him, tells us, as in many other 


Places, ſo more particularly in the 16th Chapter 
of St. John : This he tells us, he does by his 


own holy Spirit, proceeding from his Packer 
and himſelf. So that zhey, who deny or make 
light of the Work of the Spirit the! nſpira- 
tion of Grace in the Hearts of Men, (as is too 


generally the Turn of this unbelieving Age) 


both to prepare them for the Goſpel by giving 
them Repentance, and to apply the Bleſſings there- 


of to Men ſo prepared to receive it — theſe Per- 
| fons do ſtrike at the very Foundation of all: 


And if "Ps they Jnal; Ly continue to reſiſt the 
Hely 
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Holy Ghoſt, and to ſpeak againſt him, can have no 
Redemption thro' CHRIST, or Salvation from the 
Guilt, Pollution, and Wages or Puniſhment of 
Sin neither in this World, nor in the World 
to come: For the whole of what CyrisT has 
done muſt be applied or brought home into our 


Souls by his own Spirit, the other Comforter, 
7 or we periſh for ever. 


18. Hear, how our Loxd deſcribes his Spirit's 
Cfiice, or what he himſelf will do by the other 
| Comferter. When He (ſays he) the Spirit of 
Truth is come, He will guide you into all Truth, 
He ſhall glorify me, for He ſhall receive of mine, 
(as if he ſhould ſay, the Power, Efficacy, and 
Virtue of every Step of my Mediation) and ſhall 
eau or apply it unto you. And this more par- 
ticularly he will do, by reprowing or convincing 
the World (and every Individual who reſiſts not 
this Spirit) of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and of Fudg- 
ment. O] what Words! the whole Proceſs in- 
deed of the Work of Grace in our Souls, from 
the firſt Hearing the Voice of Gop, or from the 
firſt Awakening of the Soul to ſee its Nakedneſs, 
its Miſery, its Death, its Damnation on the Loſs 
of God's Image; to the full Reftoration again 
of that Image in it! The Word in the Origi- 
nal, is ftrong eXeyEts, —the Spirit will mon- 
firate to the Soul (the Soul that does not, as I 
have ſaid, reſiſt it) He will evidence to the Soul 
its Death in its natural State; its Recovery un- 
der the Word of Reconciliation in the Forgive- 
neſs of its Sins; and laſtly its Life; having 
obtain'd, through the Goſpel, Victory over the 
Devil and Sin; or, in other Words, Pardon, 
Peace, and Holineſs. e 


ä 


1 Fehn xvi. 14. > 
| B 2 19. And 


illuminated Soul (let the barely learned World 


1 
19. And this Conviction, or Evidence to the 


deſpiſe and revile this Work as the contrary Spi- 


rit ſhall lead them) this Demonſtration of the 


Spirit, or Evidence to the gracious Soul, muſt 
go through theſe three Stages reprowing it (as you 
have heard) of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and Judg- 
ment; that is, evidencing to it, its Death, its 
Recovery, its Life: So making St. Paul's Defi- 
nition of Faith, explicative of his Mafter's, in 
this Place: Even that it is 'Ex:yx©- Teay ory 
& Camoptrur the Ewvidence of Things not ſeen — 
thoſe great important Things! this Condemnation 
or Death ! this Peace or Senſe of Gop's par- 
doning Love! this Power and Dominion over 
Sin! all of them Things not ſeen to the natural 
Man; ſtill gracele/s, ſtill anawaken'd, yea, dead 


in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 


20. Know then, my Brethren, that there is a 


threefold State, which every Soul muſt be in, 
from its Death in Sin, to its Life of Righteouſ- 


neſs from that of a aatural Man conceived 


and born in original Sin, and conſequently dead 
to Gob, to that of a Chriſtian, or a true Be- 
liever. This zhreefold State, I ſay, of the Con- 
winced of Sin— of the Juftified— and of the 
San#ifed——or of thoſe, who believe in the 
Father, only ; of thoſe who believe in the Father 
and the Son ; and of thoſe who believe in the 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 5 as our Church 
| ſums up the whole Work of Grace in her au- 
 thoritative Bleſſing — this hregfold State, in a 


Word, of thoſe who are under the Law, and 


thereby ſpiritually ſelf-condemn'd ; of thoſe 


who are under Grace, and therefore 4noxww that 
hey have Rede mption, through Faith, in the 
A Blood 
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Blood of CHRIST, even the Forgiveneſs of their 
Sins; and of thoſe who are ſtill in a higher 
State of Grace, that is, in the Kingdom of GOD, 
and therefore ſo anointed, or ſo chriſiianized, or 
ſo ſanttified, as to love Gov: as to have Do- 


minion over Sin —— This zhreefold State mut 


every. Soul paſs.through, from the Death in the 
firſt, to the Life of the ſecond Adam. But O! 
what Cauſe of Grief! this Sam of Salvation 
through CHRIST, is that very Thing each of 
thoſe States are the Bleſſing, which the repata- 
ble, the honourable, the polite, the ſelf-righ- 
teous, good Chriſtians of this Age, who % love 
Gop and. Manmon |. (whoſe Religion may be 
ſummed-up in that formal Decency, which the 
 Apeſtle, calls the Form of Godlineſs without the 
Power) —— this Chriſtianity, J ſay, in its ſeve- 
ral Stages, is what (with thoſe of old) hey are 
daily putting from them, and 10 judging hemſelroes 
. of everlaſting Life ! * 


r you, thawboes. do ye be; 
* wich what Titles of Honour foever ye be 
dignified ,- ſeeking not that Honnour 10 be. 
the Sons of Goo) that cometh of Gop on 


to ho Who. ipeak againſt that Holy Spirit, DD 


alone can bring you thro! theſe ſeveral States of 
Union, af [Chriſtianity - to you, who are there- 
fore ina State of Death, do I cry in a State 
of Death (O What a Call for all the Bowels 


of Compaſſion and Love is here ]) and yet know 


it not; that is, though ye /ay, now and then 


„% We are Sinners, nean nothing — experience | 
as little of the Miſery of Sin, of the Damnation 
of the fallen, polluted Nature which is in you, 


as ye do of Salvation (the pre/ent Salvation from 
it, — in che Name IEsus) or of the Love 


i. 
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of Gor, having your Underflanding darkned, be- 1 
ing alienated from the Life of Gov, through tbe 2 
 4gnorance that is in you, becauſe of the Blindne/+- "" 
of your Heart: So paſt feeling that ye are quiet, : 
and eaſy, and happy * even in this State, and - 
both talk and think of one IEs us with as much 1 
Indi ſerence as the Heathen Feſus did. To you 6; 
I cry aloud, and avi not fpare, though the World |} 
threaten ; if ſo be ye may be awaken'd to ſee 
your ſelves, and fly to the hitherto lighted IEsus, 
from that Wrath of Gop, which is now ready 
to burſt upon this anbelieving, and therefore 
wicked People, whom the Long-ſuffering of Goo, 
neither in his Mercies nor Corrections hath 
Hitberto brought to Repentance. Be admoniſhed 
even by me, to flee from the Wrath to come. MY 
Pray, pray daily (for every one that aſketh ſhall 4 
have) pray inceſſantly, that the reproving Spi- :x 
1 may ſhow you to your ſelves, and bring you, <P 
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| being awaken'd by it, into the fr/# Stage of the 5 
Goſpel; under the Convictions of Sin. Liſten, 9 
O liſten, no longer to the Voice of the World, _ 
who would keep you (with the blind Man ) 
from Him, that is the Light thereof; who have- 3 | 
hitherto told you, that this /criptura/: Chriftia- Wy | 
rity * this Goſpel Doctrine is Cant, Enthu- = 
Haſm, Methodiſm, or melancholy Madneſ-— one ” 
of a Thouſand of Satan's Devices to lull you fh _w 
afleep in Sin, and keep you at the greateſt 5 | 
Diſtance he can from the Goſpel of your Sal- = 


vation? 
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22. Nor- then, my Brethren (to return to 5 
you that hear me) as many of you as are con- 
i Luke A. 21. » Mark x. 47. 48. Read 
Mr. John Weſley's Sermon, fo call'd, preach'd . \ 
before the Univerſity of Oxford, Aug. 24, 174 4. : 


— 
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vinced of Sin, and are brought to that Senſe of 
your ſelves—that brokenne/s of Heart which is 
Goſpel Repentance Y (for | mean ſomething more 
than what is commonly calld Repentance; or 
that Sorrow of the World, that wworketh Death } 
as many of you as are waiting for the Conſola- 
tion of Iſrael, and are therefore ſeeking CHRIST, 
orrowing : So many of you as are in the fir Stage 
of Grace——You are by the Spirit convinced 
of Sin; and here is the Place of that Fear of the 
 Eorp that is the BEcinninG oF WIS pOoM. * 
You are zow under the Diſpenſation of the Fa- 
ther, drawing you to the Son: And our Lord 
tells you, that he [only] who hath bus heard 
and learned of the Father will come unto him. 
Now are you under the Law of the Father: 
the condemning Law: > That threatneth Wrath 
and ſpeaketh Death: That ſlayeth the Sinner, © 
who lately was alive without it: © That Law 
that ever muſt be our Schoolmaſter to bring us 
to CnkIsT. 1 New are you under the Miniſtry 
of the Baptiſt, whoſe Office is continued in e- 
very faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel, who is 
inſtructed by the Spirit rightly to divide the 
Word of Truth=—=when to preach the Law, 
and when the Goſpel.—— Who dares conſtantly 
to ſpeak the Truth, boldly to rebuke Vice 
© tell Men, that they are by Nature a Genera- 
tion of Vipers, and call reproved Sinners from a- 
mong them to Repentance. Now, it is, that. 
you begin to ſee a little, though it be but 


I See a Sermon, fo call d, preached by the 
Author, on the Faſt Day, April 11, 1744. 

2 Pf. cxi. 10. — Prov. ix. x. 4 John 
V1, . b Rom. iv. 15.— . vii. 9. d Gal. 
ui. 24. l. for John Baptiſt's Day. 
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3 as Trees walking : Nox, are you. ſtartled out 
of your Dream, and begin to ſuſpect that all 
Things are not right with you. Aow, that 
the Scales begin to tall from your Eyes, you dif- 1 
cern, at length, that the Pleaſures of the be- 

VI and Sin are Sævine'! Huſes; and tired of the 
Service of that polite Citizen who ſo employ'd 
you, you begin to come to yourſelf, and reſolve 
to return anto your. Father. 


23. Now then, my Brother, that you ſee Sin, 
it is become exceeding f1 fat Ful to you indeed. It 
makes you ery out, O wretched Man that I am ! 
What ſhall J da to be ſaved! Who ſhall deliver 
me from the Body of this Death ! Now is that 
Self ſufficiency and Pride that Satan ſpoke i into 
thee laid low. The Sclf-righteouſneſs of the Pha- 

. riſee, and all the Pomp ef thy boaſted natural 
Works avithaut CuRi1sT, are nothing. And tho” 
formerly thou haſt been one of the World's 
good People, ſo good in h, fo ſelf righteous ! 

¶ Anoaving not, at the ſame Time, that thou waſt 
avretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked) J may now venture to aſk thee; What is 
become of the Ged-like Creature ? Art thou then 
a God thy/elf! f Nay, nay, but enter into the 

| Rack and hide thyſelf in the Duft, for Fear of 
the Lox D. All thy humane, barely moral Ex- 
cellencies cannot ſtand before his convincing 

Spirit; they are become lighter. than Vanity EN 

Itſelf : Yea, in the Scale of Salvation, they YL 

are as light as the Duſt in the Ballance ; and 3 

thy ſtrong Props, like weak Reeds, are * 

4 ting thee fall into Deftrugion, | 
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24. Thou hitherto inſenfible Sinner ! Now 
that thou art gquickned through Grace, and haſt 


thy Hiritual Senſes exerciſed to diſcern both Good 


and Evil : Now that thou no longer juſtifieſt 
thy ſelf, but that thy Mouth is ſtopt: Now that 
thou art become guilty before Gov, and ſtandeſt 
in thy fallen Nakedneſs in his Preſence ; What 
thinkef thou of ChRISTY ? Doſt thou not wiſh 
for this IEs us that can ſave thee from thy Sins? 
Haſt thou not ſome Eſteem of this Lamb of 
Gop, that taketh away the Sins of the World? 
Does not the Merit of CHRIST riſe in thine Eyes 


now? zow that thou ſeeſt thy Want of Him? 


though there was no Form nor Comlineſs in him 
Before? though there was no Beauty that thou 
fnouldft dgſire him, Is he not precious in cane 
Eyes now? I know he is. 


25. Come in, then my Brother; come into the 
Goſpel : Come into the ſecond Diſpenſation. Thou 


haſt believed in Gop the Father; hear his own 


Voice, Believe alſo in ne. And what a Blefling 
is it to thy Soul that thou haſt lived to hear even 
in theſe Days, that CHRIST receiveth, now receiveth 
Sinners as Sinners —guilty, polluted, wretched, 

40ſt & Sinners — through his own Grace, aalen d. 
repenting, that is, Sin-for/oking, believing Sinners! 
Fear not, be of good Cheer; he ſays, ariſe, he cal - 
leth thee. The Kingdom of Heaven is now at Hand, 

for thou haſt repented, or rather, he hath given 
thee Repentance. > In the #-/ Diſpenſation, 
thou learnedſt (under the Miniſtry of the Meſ- 
ſenger ſent before his Face) Repentance towards 
Gop, and that has prepared thee for Faith to- 


— _ 


Matt. xviii. 11, Lake > xv. 32. Ad, 
v. 31. | 
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wards our LORD Irsus Cris, i John has 
fulfill d his Courſe in thee, and thou haſt juſtified 
Gop, being baptized of him: * Though the 
Phariſees and the Lawyers, together with the 
harmleſs, good People of this World, who /6 
juſtify themielves, and therefore /o deride CHRIS 
—though the Ninety Nine, who need no Repen- 
tance (and that becauſe they ſpeak againſt that 
Spirit that ſhould reprove them, and ſhew them 
their Hearts) hawe and 4 reject the Counſel of 
ob againſt themſelves, being not baptized of 
bim. k And now that thou haſt received the 


Meſſenger to prepare the Way in thy Heart for 


Him that cometh after him (for ſome there are 


that reliſh not his rough Miniſtry, his Bapti/m. of 
| Repentance, but haſiily juſtify themſelves) this 


Meſſenger direteth thee to ChRIST, ſaying, 
| Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
Sins of the World. O! happy Soul, though 
lately ſo unhappy ! O ſaved Soul, though lately 
in a State of Damnation] Thou now experience/t 


what it is to be reproved of Righteouſneſs, * 


as ſtrongly as thou didſt before, what it was to 
be reproved of Sin. m And haſt avithin thee that 
EN, that ſtrong Argument of thy Peace 


with Gop through Jesus CxrsT—that Peace 


which paſſeth all [human] Underſtanding, which 


many of the learned Divines of this Age are ſtill 


inſenſibly knocking their wiſe Heads againſt. O! 
is not that even zow true is: not CHRIST in- 
deed come into this World for Juagment, that they 


abhich ſee not (ſuch as thou and Paul, who was 


2 Fool for Cur1sT) n might ſee, and that they 


* Ae. XX. 21. kk Luke vii. 20, 30. 
Ja. xxviii. 16. mm John Xvi. viii. 
® 1 Cor. iii. 18.—iv. 10. PR 
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which ſee (or rather /ay they ſee might be made 
indie ES 


26. Here then is the genuine Spring of that 
Fear of the LorD, which is Wiſdom © For no 
Man can fear God (that is, live in his Fear, 
or fear to offend him) till he love him; and no 
Man can love Gop till he has a Senſe of God's 
Love to himſelf through CurIsT—till he Au 
that his Wrath is turned away, and that he 3s 
avell pleaſed with him in his beloved Son. For ſo 
ſays St. John, ave love him becauſe he firſt lowed 
us ; And St. Luke, ſhe lowed much, becauſe (not 
for p) fe had much forgiven, but to whom little 
is forgiven, the ſame Joveth little. 


27. And now, my Brethren, having gone 
through the two firſt Stages of Grace: Having 
been convinced of Sin and of Righteouſneſs — 
having /orely felt our Want of CurisT, and 
known moreover that Gop on our Repen- 
tance and Faith This Gifts] has for CRRIST's 
Sake, forgiven us: We come to the hd Di/- 
penſation —the higheſt State of the Bleſſings. of 
the Goſpel, wherein we ſtill look with the ſame 
Faith [ ExzyzS-] the ſame inward, certainly 
the ſame Evidence or Witne/5 of the Spirit, for 
this unſpealable Gift. For I have ſaid in Op- 
poſition to our zew Divinity, which it ſeems 
*© cannot diſtinguiſh the Divine Influences of 
the Holy Spirit, from the natural Operations of 
our own Minds, ' that is, cannot diſcern be- 
tween Good and Evil, between Light and Dark- 


— — 
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. Fobn IX. 30, 40, 414. v The common 
Engliſh Tranſlation per verteth the whole Deſign 
of the Paſſage. x 4 
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neſs : I have ſaid, that this Evidence of Things 
not /een, muſt go through the le Work of 
Grace ; from the firſt Awakening of the Soul, 
to the Reſtoration of the Divine Image in 
it, 'Fhis./aft being particularly the chief of 
thoſe Things that are not ſeen to the natural 
Man, and that becauſe he not only looks, as 
I have faid {at the Devil's Word) 10 be wiſe 
as well us happy [ro 4now as well as eat] 
independently of Gop ; but, till he receives Poww- 
er from on high, or is created anew, he loveth 
the Pollution of Sin more than Holineſs and 


Purity of Heart, that ſhall make him lite Gop 


again as in the Beginning. | 


28. Now we are come, I ſay, to the highe/ 
Stage of the Goſpel, wherein we look for the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the Know- 
ledge of Him—that Wiſdom of CHRIST, or Di- 
vine Underſlanding, that ſhall enable us indeed to 
depart /rom Iniguity; from all Iniquity, not only 
the outward evil Work, but the inward evil 
'Tempers, from whence evil Works flow. In this 


Stage of the Goſpel the Soul is convinced of Fudg- 


ment. Satan and all his Powers— all his Helis 
Aﬀedions proceeding from proud Independence and 
Self-Jufficiency are arraign'd in the Soul, by that 
Spirit of Judgment, which the Prophet ſpeaks 
of: When the LoRD Hall have waſp'd away the 
Filth of the Daughter of Sion, and ſhall have 
purg d the Blood of Jeruſalem from the midſt 
thereof, by the Spirit of Judgment, and by the 
Spirit of Burning —— That Divine Unction, or 
Fiery-Baptiſm of our Lorp himſelf, which a- 
lone can make us Chriſtians indeed. < 


1 8 Here the Matter goes very deep the 
Spirit launches farther into the Soul. But ob- 
ſerve, 
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ſerve, my Brethren, I mean not thoſe ii 
Lights, or viſſonary Ravings juſtly call'd 'Extha- 
fiaſm : Thoſe inward Revealings of the Devil 
(they may be) which are in any Senſe contrary 
to ſound Reaſon *. or the written Word of Gop. 
The Spirit ſpeaks deeper into the Soul than the 
natural Man can comprehend, or indeed defires ; 
to whom the Bleſſings of Cbriſtianity are the 
Folly of Follies: For the zatura/ Man, ſays 
St. Paul, receiveth not the Things of the Spirit 
of God, for they-are Fooliſhneſs unto him, neither 
can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned : But be ibat is ſpiritual, the Chriſtian 
taught of God, judgeth all Things concerning his 
Salvation in each of theſe States, yet he himſelf 
is judged of by no [natural] Man, 1 Here the 
Work of Grace riſes upon our Hands, The 
Sinner (how great ſoever, for CHRIST will 7 
no wiſe caſt any out that thus come to him ) 
who before was awaken'd, reproved of Sin, and 
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 *®* By ſound Reaſon 7 mean not what ſome call 
that diſtinguiſhing Faculty of Human. Nature, 
which diſcriminates it from the Brute-Creation, 
But that which accords with the revealed Will 
of G05 — I mean not that Subtilty of the Ser- 
pen that oppoſes Rewglation, and which ſome 
call Reaſon. Surely, they aubo are guided by this 
Subtilty znflead of that Divine Right Rcaſon, 
are the poor Enthuſiaſts! though liberal they be 
of that. Appellation to thoſe, aubo are looking (as 
in the Beginning) to know and be wiſe in Gov 
only, in Matters of Religion. The Subtilty in- 
deed of the Serpent may de for the Support of his 
Kingdom, or the per ſbing Concerns of this World. = 
21 Cor. ü. 14, 15. Jabs vi. 37. 
Ma: 0 xi. 28. n 
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* 1 


* | brought to Repentance, and then reproved 


or convinced Righteouſneſs ; now knows what 
it is to be reproved of Judgment alſo; even 
that by drinking into the Sufferings and Death 
of CnBisr, Sin is / deſtroyed in him, that he 
has Power and Dominion over it — he now 
breaks locſe from the Devil: For in being made 
like his Maſter in his Humiliation, and hat in 
order to recover his primitive Perfection, * his 
Maſter ſets him free, and he is free indeed u 


he returns to the Service of his Gov, that is 


perfect Freedem—— he is brought back again 
(through Faith) into bt Dependance on his Gov, 
that conſtitutes the Happineſs as well as Freedom 
of Angels and Arch- Angels. Now does he ex- 


perience that the Goſpel is he Power of God 1 


Salvation, not only the Knowledge of S alvatiog 


by the Forgiveneſs of Sin, but Redemption alſo 
from the VUefilement thereof — that Faith 7s 


Piazver-® renewing his Soul; creating it anew ; 


cauſing it to be born again; bruiſing the Ser- 
pent's Head by deſtroying Sin: Or (as our 


Church expreſſes it) utterly aboliſhing the whole 
Body of Sin * cleanſing the Thoughts of our 
Hearts by the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, ſo 
that we may lowe Gop perfect, * and that the 
Remaindet of our Lives ' thereafter may be pure 


and holy. * He now from his own Experience 


affirms, that Gop is not only Love, but that he 
is Trath : For he experiences the Accompliſhment 
of all the other Promiſes, which go beyond For- 
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feel his own Nothingneſs—t 
Joicing when he looks to CHRIS ; yet alꝛbays 
ſorroauful or penitent when he looks on himſelf, = 
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in CHRIST IEsus are Ja and Annen — even 
that Gop is putting his Law in his inward Parts; 
for he gives him that Love avhich is the ful- 
filling of the Law—— the s0LE SOURCE of that 
Godly Fear which is Wiſdom, of that UN DER- 
STANDING; Which is to depart from Evil. In a 
Word; he experiences what Gop promiſes by his 


Prophet that He is giving him a new Heart — 


that He is putting his Spirit within him — that 
He is cleanſing him from all his Filzhing/s from 
all his /4/s--that He is ſaving him from all his 


Uncleanneſſes, that is, all evil Concupiſcences con- 


trary to the Love of Gop—all unholy Tempers, 
Affections, and Deſires; whether Pride, or the 
Rebel Will, or inordinate Love of created Good, 
call'd covetous 1dolatry, or Anger, Envy, Hatred, 
Malice, Hypocriſy, and Deceit. . 


30. And leſt the Believer, who has naw gone 

through all the Stages of Grace, ſhould be ex- 
alted abewe Meaſure ;. or even think more highly 
of himſelf. than he aug bt to think. through the 
Abundance of theſe Communications, Gop keeps 
him /ow ; gives him the conſtant Attendant of 
Love, which is Humiliiy — makes him daily 
though always re- 


And becauſe: he feels, that the Spirit of God. is 


reſtoring the divine Image in his Soul, in all 
the Graces of the Holy Spirit, therefore he is 
füll the more humbled : Experiencing the con- 
trary of what ſome think, who ſeem to charge 
CarsT with Folly for injoining that Purity of 


_ Heart, and thoſe good Works, which (ſay they) 
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muſt make us look of Cnnxisr on our ſelves 


experiencing the contrary of what ſome maintain 


(who ſay that Holineſs and good Works both 
deſtroy Faith, and make Man proud) even 
that nothing ſo much humbles the Soul as 


_ Holineſs of Heart and Life: And that be- 


cauſe Man is hereby brought back again to 
Gop, and made (as in the Beginning) believing 


or dependant upon him. In fine, nothing hum- 


bles the Soul ſo much as Grace, though it pro- 
ceed even to the Mind that was in CuRIST. ＋ 
And I am confident, that the true Believer at 
the ſame Time, that he feels his Soul a filling 
with all the Fulneſs of Gov, is as humbled as 
when the ſame Spirit, that hath wrought he 
felf-lame Thing in it, was (as proceeding from 
the Father) reproving it of Sin, Upon the 
whole, the Believer is ſo far from looking up- 
on his Graces, ſo as to make him think highly 


of himſelf, that he glories in nothing but his 


Infirmities ; for it is here only, that he finds the 
Power of ChRisr to reſt upon him. And fo 
he remains in himſelf an empty Veſſel, till Gon 
mall fill him with Glory as well as Grace. 


31. Thus to know Gop (and He only can be 
known through Jzsvs CarisT, b (is true Wiſdom. 
Thus to know Him by his own Spirit (for all 
other Knowledge in Matters of Religion is but 
the Subilty of the Old Serpent ©) is Eternal 
Life. 4 Thus to know Gop is to be reftored 
to him, and even to love him; and when 
we love him we ſhall fear him with a Fu 
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Fear, and #2//;/fp both our Love and Fear 
by keeping his Commandments, * This Knoww- 
ledges of Gob, and of bim whom he hath ſent, 
in a Fellavuſbip of his Death and Reſurrection, © 
is that ExcELLENcy of the Knowledge of 
Car1sT for which a Believer in CHRIST, ſays 
he is willing to /o/e all.. To conclude, thus to 
know, and conſequently love Gop with all the 
Heart, and with a// the Underſtanding, and 
with / the Soul, and with a/ the Strength; 
and conſequently (for the ſecond is like unto 
it) to love our Neighbour as our ſelves (doing 
unto all Mankind as we would they ſhould do unto 
us) this, this, as it is true izward and outward 
Religion — as it is the Perfection of the Soul 
in the Image of Gop : So is it that Under ſtand- 
ing —— the alone Gift of Gop ! that will enable 
us to depart from Evil, 


32. And now that I have endeavoured to 
perform our dear departed Siſter's Will, which 
Was to inſtruct her Neighbours, whom ſhe knew 
to be altogetber ignorant of Gop —to have loſt 
all /aving Knowledge of Him, by looking to the 
Devil's Advice, even to &4zow as well as to be 
happy independently of Him. Now that I have 
according to the Meaſure of Knowledge given 
_ unto my ſelf) endeavoured to teach you, my 
Brethren, how you may recover the Knowledge 
of God; attainable only; through Jesvs CHRIST 
that Viſum whereby you may fear Gone 
that Underſtanding whereby you may depart from 
Evil, and /o become <vi/e unto Salvation: Cu- 

| Rom calls upon me that Cuſtom which is ge 
nerally the great (if not the alone) End of ſuch 
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Diſcourſes as this, to ſay ſomething in her 


Praiſe: But this muſt not be done. For though 


great Room indeed there be, ſhe requeſted I would 
not; ** Knowing (as ſhe ſaid) that no good 
Thing was in Her, that ſhe was only a Sin- 
„ner, on whom Gop had Mercy: And that 
to aſcribe any thing to the Creature was to 
« rob Gop of the Honour due oz/y unto his 
Name. She ſaid ſhe was a poor Beggar, but 
* had long experienced the Bleſſedneſs of Liv- 
ing on the Bounty of CakisT ; and had no- 


„ thing good (much leſs his Grace) that ſhe 
© could call her own—— that all her Merit was 


eternal Fire; but that notwithſtanding He 
«© had given her that Faith that had ſaved'her 
* Soul: And therefore nothing was to be 
© He or mr." 3 


33. But notwithſtanding this Requeſt, which 
proceeded from the humble (and therefore juſt) 
Thought ſhe had of her ſelf, I cannot conclude 
without thanking Gop for his Grace beſtowed 
upon her. Bleſſed be his Holy Name'then, that 


=. gave her'a good natural Underſtanding — 


an Underſtanding above the Advantages of her 
Education : But doubly bleſſed be his Name that 


He gave her a ſpiritual Underſtanding, whereby | 


{he knew Him that was true—an Underſtanding 


whereby ſhe departed from Evil — whereby ſhe 
Tee the Loxp. Let us thank Gos that He gave 


er great Prudence and Diſcretion, both in her 
Walk, or Converſation, and in her Diſcourſe with 
her Acquaintance; for from the Time that ſhe 
began to now the Lox b, ſhe hardly ever ſpoke 
raſhly with her Lips; but always with e 
Staydneſs, Caution, and Deliberation. And uſed 
trequently to remind thoſe ſhe converſed with, to 


conhder what they had faid ; if at any time any 


thing 
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thing lighi or trifling, or falſe (eſpecially) had 
eſcaped them. She had nothing like that in her 
own Words, but ſo far from light or vain, or 
trifling, that it was generally with Grace, /ea- 
fon d with Salt, good to the Uſe of edifying ; 
miniſtring Grace to the Hearers. And if ſhe could 
not ſay ſomething to the Glory of God or the 
Good of her Company, the choſe to be ſilent. 
Let us bleſs Gop for the uncommon Courage 
He gave her, to reprove Sin generally wherever 
the knew it, without Fear of Man, or Reſpect 
of Perſons. Hereby indeed ſhe incurr'd a great 
deal of Difpleaſure and Ill-will, and much evil 
ſpeaking againſt her. But this ſhe look'd on as 


à Bleſing (for her Lord had told her ſo) though 


intended by them as a Curſe. f There be ſome 
of you here, my Friends, who have loſt a good 
Monitor ——one that watched over your Souls for 
good O recolle& whatever ſhe ſaid to you, 
and fee that ye now at length, lay it to Heart, 


and improve by it i; for it is not too late. 


See, that ye improve by it yer, I ſay ; for you 
ſhall ſhortly appear with her before Gov ; ; and 

if you amend not by it, ſhe will be juſtified in 
that Diſpute to your Condemnation. Let us 
bleſs Gop that he counted her worthy, with 
many others in the Neighbeurhood, to ſuffer 
Shame and Reproach for his Name's fake. 8 
Go on, her Fellow Sufferers, as many of you 
as there are — dare ſtill to confeſs CyrIsT be- 
fore Men, eſpecially by ſeeking Salvation alone 
through Faith in his Name —- Faith with all 
its amiable, heavenly Tempers, and good Works — 
and preach his Golpel (as ſhe did) by the Ex m- 
plaring/s of your Lives; and indeed He will 
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canſef5 you before his Father which is in Heaven. 
Laſtly, let us bleſs Gop, that ſhe was one of 
thoſe, who dared to profeſs his Goſpei, not as 

many do in Form only, but in the Power of Ged. 
line/s, in Oppoi.tion to the World; and notwith- 
ſtanding the Load of Infamy it has labour'd un- 
der; being every where ſpoken againſt b (as Him 
felF the Siox i was) as much now among Chri- 
ſtians, /o call d, as in St. Paul's Days among 
Fes and Heathens. Bleſſed be Goo that 
| ſhe was by this Goſpel awaken'd, brought to Re- 
pentance, Cow vERTBD, JUSTIFIED, and SANC- 
TIFIED, and now received into Glory. O] may 
many more of you dare to know JESUs CHRIST 
as ſhe did, and not be Chriſtians in Name 
only, but experiencs the Power of bis Divine 
Names and Offices — the Power of that Un&#ton 
that ſhall make you Chriſtiuns in Deed and in Truth 
— that /o being baptized into the Power of 
his Death and Reſurrection, and being conform d 
to Him in every Step of his Mediation, ye may 
| reign with Him—— ye may (with her) being 
1 made like Him here, * be lie Him in his 
| eternal and glorious Kingdom, where with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, He liveth and 
reigneth ever One GO D World without End, 
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Amen. 
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